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FAMILY DEVOTION

We love to see the word free. Free lunch. Free iPod. Free gas. Free trip. To gain something without actually earning it has
becoming something of an obsession for many. A simple Goagle search for “free stuff” returns 91,900,000 sites all eager
to share how we might obtain everything from computers to credit cards to magazines—al for free! Is it really that simple to
obtain things with itle effort? Not likely.

There is not much in this ife that comes that easy. This is especially true when it comes to sharing our faith with others.
Before we can expect the Good News of Jesus to impact a person's life, we must first show that it's el in ours. Even in a
quick read of the Gospels, it becomes apparent that Jesus did more than just talk—He served too. On many occasions He.
was actually seen earning the right to be heard by feeding the hungry, healing the sick, etc. Before sharing, He served.

Our faith in God and our love for others must been seen as inseparable. If we desire our friends and family to embrace Christ
s we have, we must first be willin to love and serve them.

Take some time to read Philemon 4-6 together as a family. In this very short letter written while under arrest, Paul offered
thanks and commendation to Philemon and the church meeting i his home. Because of their strong faith, they were
committed to loving and serving those around them, As a result, their ministry was widely known for making a tremendous.
difference forthe Kingdom of God. Word had gotten out, even reaching Paul in prison. This meant that their words were
more than ust words. They had become words put into action.

Do you want to start something that gets around? Quit talking about t, and as Nike says, "

just do itt”

Itis an awesome privilege to be used by God to draw others to Him. He doesn't require any special training or experience.
He simply uses people who are willing to live out a very extraordinary lfestyle that demonsirates His love for people. It
won't come easy, and it may cost a lof, but the reward is too great to not pay the price. How do you start? It begins vith
God's Spirit living in you to express love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control. Start by
practicing love. What will you do beginning tomorrow? Who will become your target for acting on love?

CONNECTION QUESTIONS
1. Which do you value more

he things inlife that are free or those things that you have to ear? Why?

2. As a teenager, what are three ways that you can serve your parents that would show the love of Christ? As a parent, what are
three ways that you can serve your children that would show the love of Christ? What are three ways that you can serve those
outside of your family?

3. Ifyou were to share your faith with unbelieving friends but were not allowed to use words, what would that look like? What
Would you expect the result to be?

4. List three pegple in your ife before whom you want to begin demonstrating the love of Christ. What will you do and when?
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